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Department of Law and Criminology at  
Aberystwyth University 

Founded in 1901 as a Department of Law, the Department of Law and 
Criminology at Aberystwyth is one of the oldest Law Departments in 
Wales and bases itself on a long, reputable and increasingly varied  
experience of education and academic work. Over the years a large 
number of well-known legal academics have taught in the Department 
and Aberystwyth law graduates have made their mark in a range of 
subsequent careers. The Department is confident in its distinctive  
identity and reputation for teaching of a high quality, linked to a  
vigorous research activity and carried out in a stimulating and friendly 
environment. The Department’s activities benefit from a mature and 
well-stocked library and generous and up-to-date information  
technology provision. 
  
The Department is committed to a policy of innovation and  
development in teaching and research and regularly reviews both the 
range and content of its degree schemes and its modes of teaching 
and assessment in order to respond effectively to the needs and  
expectations of its student body. The Department aims to maximise 
choice in its provision of education while ensuring that teaching is  
informed by up-to-date scholarship at the highest level. All members of 
academic staff are active in research and publication and participate in 
national and international debate and policy-making in the legal and 
related fields.  
 
The Department participates actively in international and European  
academic networks, for purposes of both student mobility and  
exchanges (for instance through the Erasmus programme) and staff 
and postgraduate research. There is a strong international student  
profile in the Department and there are frequent visits by academics 
and experts from other countries. 
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GREETINGS FROM THE CONFERENCE TEAM  

Welcome to Aberystwyth University’s Department of Law and  
Criminology Postgraduate Conference! 

 
This annual conference gives researchers, scholars, professionals and  
postgraduate students the opportunity to participate in a lively discourse which  
engages with current topics from an inter-disciplinary perspective.  
 
The theme of this year’s conference “Changing Society…Changing Law”  
encourages a fluid discussion concerning society and the law and how its inter-
action with other disciplines can be explored to work for justice; recognise 
where additional support and reform is required and thereby strive for an equal 
and fair society. By selecting an inclusive theme for this year’s Conference it is 
our aim to make it of relevance to academics, students, and those with a gen-
eral interest in several distinct yet inter-related disciplines. Our changing society 
and its  
interface with the law poses challenging questions for many fields of study: from  
internet crimes to homosexuality; from climate change and sustainable  
development to immigration and more. In completing our aim, we are providing 
various panel discussions on both days of the conference, combined with 
presentations from academic and professional experts in their field/ discipline 
and thereby facilitating a stimulating forum. This undoubtedly includes a one 
hour presentation from Sir Paul Silk; chair of the Commission on Devolution in 
Wales (2011-2014) and a former Clerk for 25 years. 
 
In addition we are also hosting two postgraduate training skills sessions to aid in 
the participants’ future academic endeavours, including advice on achieving 
high scores in IMPACT for the Research Excellence Framework (REF). 
 
The key to any successful conference is not only in disseminating stimulating  
academic content, but doing so in a way that facilitates effective networking. 
That is why, alongside presentations from high-profile academics and young 
passionate scholars, the conference includes social events that encourage par-
ticipants to make vital contacts whilst exploring Aberystwyth’s safe and pictur-
esque town by the sea.  
 

We hope you enjoy your conference experience! Should you have any ques-
tions, feel free to ask a member of the conference team. 
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ONE: 
Meet the Team 

Linda Thompson 

PhD Candidate 

Conference Chair 

E-mail: lit9@aber.ac.uk 

Gareth Evans 

PhD Candidate 

Conference Chair 

E-mail: gje1@aber.ac.uk 

Lloyd Hole 

MPhil Student 

Finance Team Leader 

E-mail: lrh3@aber.ac.uk 

Manon Chirgwin 

PhD Candidate 

Admin Team Leader 

E-mail: mac21@aber.ac.uk 
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Adeinmoerefa Koroye  
LL.M Student 
Admin Team Member 
E-mail:  adk13@aber.ac.uk 

Carrie Fox 
PhD Candidate 
Admin Team Member 
E-mail: cef7@aber.ac.uk 

Megan Talbot 
PhD Candidate 
Admin Team Member 
E-mail: met15@aber.ac.uk 

Admin Team 
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Debbie Kobani 
PhD Candidate 
Finance Team Member 
E-mail: dek3@aber.ac.uk 

Victoria Kloiber 
LL.M Student 
Finance Team Member 
E-mail: vik10@aber.ac.uk 

Pierre Wiltshire 
LL.M Student 
Finance Team Member 
E-mail:  piw3@aber.ac.uk 

Finance Team 
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TWO: 
Croeso! Welcome!  

 
 

Croeso! Welcome!  
 
 
 
Thank you for choosing to attend Aberystwyth’s 2nd Postgraduate 
Conference. As a research driven University we have aimed to cater for 
a cross section of interests and audiences. In doing so, we have 
organised a range of themed presentations relating to this year’s 
conference ‘Changing Law…Changing Society?’. Please feel free to 
pick and choose which session you would be most interested in 
attending and will therefore best benefit from.  
 
Presentations are 15 minutes each followed by up to 10 minutes of 
questions and answers. At the end of each panel discussion there will 
be an additional 15 minutes where additional questions can be asked to 
all presenters and cross-cutting themes can be drawn amongst each 
presentation during that panel.  
 
 
The conference will be in English only, however we can supply any of 
the conference materials in Welsh upon request. 
 
Please enjoy your time here at Aberystwyth. If you have any questions, 
the conference team and volunteers will be happy to assist you. 
 
 
 
 

Our hashtags for the event: 

# AberLaw       # CSCLConf 
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THREE 
The Schedule 

9.00 – 
9.30 

EM 
2.50 

Registration / Coffee 

9.30 – 
9.45 

EM 
B1.19 

Opening 
Opening address by Conference Chairs Gareth Evans and Linda 
Thompson 
Welcome from Professor John Grattan – Acting Vice Chancellor 
Law and Criminology Head of Department Professor John  
Williams to introduce Sir Paul Silk 

9.45 – 
10.45 

EM 
B1.19 

Guest Speaker: Sir Paul Silk 

10.45 – 
11.00 

EM 
2.50 

Coffee 

11.00 – 12.00 
  
Panel A: EM1.10                                                         
Panel B: EM 1.15 
  

Panel 1 Discussions 

Panel A: Legal Problems in an  
Internet Age  

Panel B: Welfare Issues and  
the Law  

Meryem Horasan 
(Strathclyde)  
 

Jurisdictional Challenges of the 
Internet: An Analysis of the  
Recent CJEU Case Law on  
Infringement of Intellectual 
Property Rights Online. 

  
Warut Songsujaritkul (UEA) 
The Change of Media in the  
Internet Age… Changing Media 
Regulation to Achieve Diversity 
of Choices. 

Mitchell Parker (Cardiff) 
 

Failing the Frontline? – The 
Practical Realities of Whistle-
blowing within the NHS. 
  
 
 
 
Julie Knight (Reading) 
Dignity in elderly care in  
neoliberal economies: the  
paradoxical role of law. 

12.00 – 
13.00 

EM 
1.21 

Professor John Williams and Professor Alan Clarke Choice 
Project – Building justice options with older people. 

12.00 – 
13.00 

EM 
B1.19 

Dr Engobo Emeseh -  COP21 (climate change) discussions  

Thursday 17th March 2016, Morning 
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Thursday 17th March 2016, Afternoon 

13.00 – 
14.00 

EM  
2.50 

Lunch 

14.00 – 
14.30 
14.30 – 
15.00 

EM 1.21 
EM1.21 Postgraduate Skills Session: Dr Ian Archer: Writing with Impact  

               Mrs Hannah Payne: REF Impact 

15.00 – 
15.30 

EM  
2.50 

Coffee 

15.30 – 16.30 Panel 2 Discussions 
 

  
Panel A: EM1.10                                                         
Panel B: EM 1.20 
  

Panel A: Developments in  
Criminal Law and Trials  

Panel B: Law for the  
People 

  

Manon Chirgwin 
(Aberystwyth) 
Age of Criminal Responsibility: 
Why the Age Should Be  
Maintained at 10? 
  
Ilaria Zavoli (Leeds) 
International Society and the 
Phenomenon of Absent  
Defendants: The Prospect of  
Trials in Absentia.  
 

Lloyd Hole (Aberystwyth) 
How Serious and Irreversible 
is ‘Serious Irreversible 
Harm’? 
  
 
Gareth Evans 
(Aberystwyth) 
Devolution: Challenging the  
Modernity Thesis? 
  

16.30 – 
17.00 

EM 
2.50 

Networking Drinks 

17.00  Transportation to Aberystwyth Town Centre, 
Leaving from Reception 

19.30 Marine 
Hotel 

Networking Evening Meal  
(bookings and payment prior to the conference) 
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Friday 18th March, Morning 

9.45 – 
10.00 

EM 2.50 Registration for new delegates / Coffee 

10.00 – 
11.00 

EM 1.10 
Introduction from Dr Engobo Emeseh 
Professor Ryzard Piotrowicz - The European Response to 
Mediterranean Refugee Flows: Should We Care and Must We 
Care? 

11.00 – 12.30 
  
Panel B: EM 1.20 
  

Panel 3 Discussions 
 

  Panel B: The Law’s Relationship to a Changing Society  

Yue-En Chong (Cardiff) 
Case Study of Homosexuality: The Singaporean Case of Lim 
Meng Suang and the U.S. Case of Obergefell v Hodge – To 
What Extent Does Court Decisions Accurately  
Represent Societal Values? 
 
Jasmin Nessa (Liverpool) 
The use of international law in response to the threat faced by 
the non-state actor, Deash. 
  
 
Megan Talbot (Aberystwyth University) 
Sex, Drugs and Jurisprudence: 
An exploration of the medical and legal treatment of intersex 
People overtime. 

12.30 – 
13.00 

EM 
2.50 

Light Lunch 
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Friday 18th March, Afternoon 

13.00 – 14.30 Panel 4 Discussion 

  
Panel: EM 1.20 
  

Panel A: Environmental  
Issues and the Law  

 
 
Deborah Kobani  
(Aberystwyth) 
A Legal Framework for Petroleum Host  
Community Participation in the Niger Delta. 
  
Linda Thompson  
(Aberystwyth) 
The Well-being of Future Generations 
(Wales) Act 2015, a  
sustainable development plan or ploy? 
 
Philip Conway  
(Aberystwyth) 
On the Historicity of the Social and the  
Relationship Between Law and Environment. 

Conference end 
 

Refreshments available in EM2.50 

14.30-15.00  
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FOUR: 
Speaker Information 

 

Sir Paul Silk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sir Paul Silk was Chair of the Commission on Devolution in Wales from 
2011 to 2014. This independent Commission was established to review 
the present financial and constitutional arrangements in Wales, with the 
Commission considering whether the National Assembly has the powers 
it ought to have.  
 

Silk is also a former Clerk to the National Assembly for Wales, serving 
from March 2001 until December 2006. During this period he was the 
most senior official in the Assembly and acted as the principal advisor to 
the Presiding Officer and was responsible for all the services that are 
delivered to Assembly Members through the Assembly Parliamentary 
Service. 
 

He was a Clerk in the House of Commons from 1975-1977 and 1979-
2001 and contributed to drafting the first standing orders of the National 
Assembly for Wales. He was Director of Strategic Projects in the House 
of Commons from 2007 to 2010. He has also worked as Presidential 
Adviser in the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe and has 
written and lectured extensively on Parliament and the constitution. He is 
an honorary Professor at the Wales Governance Centre at Cardiff 
University. Sir Paul is now part of the GPG teams working with the 
parliament and political parties in Jordan and Libya. 
 
Information taken from: http://www.gpgovernance.net/person/paul-silk/ 
(14/3/16) 
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The Choice Project | Professor John Williams 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Centre for the Study of Ageing, Abuse and Neglect within the 
Department of Law and Criminology, Aberystwyth University has been 
awarded a Big Lottery grant to carry out a research project on justice 
and elder abuse.  
 
The three and a half-year long Choice project runs from 2015 to 2018. 
The project is working in partnership with national charities such as Age 
Cymru, Hafan Cymru and Welsh Women’s Aid. They have also had 
considerable support from local authorities and the Older People’s 
Commissioner for Wales. 
 
Choice is working with older people, professionals and volunteers to 
design and test a new approach based on restorative principles. A 
Choice Support Worker will support older people referred onto the 
project. The Choice Support Worker will work with clients to explore a 
range of options, civil, criminal and restorative to promote choice and 
empowerment in local settings.  
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    COP21 

 

The Director of Postgraduate Studies 

for Law and Criminology, Dr Engobo 

Emeseh, will be chairing a one hour 

discussion on the recent 2015 climate 

change conference held in Paris and the agreement that resulted from 

an intensive two weeks of negotiations. 

 

For the first time in over several years, the 21st Conference of the 

Parties (COP21), also known as the 2015 Paris Climate Conference, 

achieved where the 2009 Copenhagen Climate Summit disappointed – 

a legally binding and universal agreement on the climate, with the aim of 

keeping global warming below 2◦C. 

 

Engobo’s discussion will draw on the key outcomes from COP21 and 

highlight challenging areas for meeting global greenhouse gas 

emissions. Engobo has a long interest in law and policy issues for  

climate change, and was part of a team of the Global Network for 

Human Rights and Environment (GNHRE) that produced a draft 

declaration on climate change and human rights which fed into 

discussions on the COP21.  
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Professor Ryszard Piotrowicz 

Professor Piotrowicz has been a 

Professor of Law at Aberystwyth 

University since 1999. He specialises in 

aspects of international law, particularly 

International Humanitarian Law, Refugee 

Law and the law concerning Trafficking 

and Smuggling in Human Beings. He has 

been a member of the Council of 

Europe’s Group of Experts on Action against Trafficking in Human 

Beings since 2013. He has also been a member of the European 

Commission Group of Experts on Trafficking in Human Beings since 

2008 and was reappointed in 2011.  

 

 

Postgraduate Skills Session 

 

Dr Ian Archer will be presenting on ‘Writing with Impact’.  He will be 

accompanied by a member of Aberystwyth University’s Research 

Excellence Framework (REF) team; helping to inform future academics 

to make a mark in their field! 
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What can you do in Aberystwyth? 
 
 

We do hope you get to enjoy your stay in this quaint little picturesque 
town. There are lots of fun activities that can be done in Aber.   
 
 
Promenade and beaches 
For places to visit in Aber, we have the North and South Beaches, along 
with the Promenade on our town Seafront.  Aberystwyth's beautiful 
panoramic seafront is popular with visitors and locals. The winding 
Promenade is a favourite with walkers, joggers, skaters, bikers - and 
those who just want to relax by the seaside. You could take a stroll 
along the full 2,000 metre length of the Promenade on a nice evening 
and you will come across a variety of Aberystwyth's sights and 
landmarks, from the harbour and marina in the south to the busy main 
beach and Constitution Hill at the northern end. If you do this work, 
remember to “Kick the 
Bar” and read about the 
history of Alex halls. 
 
 
 
Constitution Hill 
The Constitution Hill is 
an unmissable feature of 
Aberystwyth's seafront 
landscape. It overlooks 
imposingly over the 
northern end of the Promenade. Known also as ‘Consti’ by the locals. 
The hill presents an unobstructed view of the town and its surrounding 
areas with a restaurant and pub on top. You could either walk up the hill, 
which has clear paths or for a small fee, use the charmingly old-
fashioned cliff railway which provides an easy route to the top. At the top 
of the hill, you can also enjoy a Victorian-style camera obscura, a café, 
a bowling alley and other side attractions. 
 
 

FIVE: 
Additional Information 
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Aberystywth Castle 
Aberystwyth‘s Castle which dates back to the thirteenth century is 
definitely somewhere worth visiting. Not only is it beautiful, with fabulous 
views, it has an interesting history and a one of a kind war memorial. 
 
Museum 
The Ceredigion Museum exhibits the history of Aberystwyth and the 
county of Ceredigion. It showcases and displays chronicle life in the 
county from prehistoric times till date. There is a wide variety of well-
presented exhibitions which cover all sorts of topics including home and 
work life, agriculture and seafaring. It is quite interesting and, of course, 

admission is free!!! 
 

Starlings 
An amazing sight you can see on 
the seafront is the starling 
murmurations, showcased on the 
popular TV show, Countryfile. 
Thousands of starlings flock back 
to their roost under the pier 
forming hypnotic shapes as they 
fly in unison. 

 

National Library of Wales 
Another fun place to visit is the National Library of Wales. It is one of the 
UK’s copyright libraries and houses vast collections and archives, as well 
as galleries and displays for visitors. Founded in 1907, the Library is 
entitled to receive a copy of every book published in the UK. As well as 
books and other printed publications, there are over a million maps, 
along with photographs, paintings and sound and video recordings. 
Places to eat 
Regarding places to eat and relax, the Aberystwyth Starling Cloud 
located on the main road into Aberystwyth which is only a few minutes 
away from the train station and a short stroll from the promenade. 
Starling Cloud offers fantastic rotisserie cooked chicken and other tasty 
options. Wetherspoons is also another classy pub located very close to 
the train station offering a huge variety of food and drinks. For a great 
brekfast Sophie’s is a little cafe further into the town centre. 
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Prize for the ‘Best Presentation’ 
 
 
We are happy to announce that we are able to offer a prize for ‘Best 
Presentation’ in this year’s conference. The prize will be given to the 
speaker who best conveys their research to the audience with 
confidence, ensuring clarity and understanding; engages with the topic 
and audience; keeps to time and who deals best with questions. 
 
 
The winner will be announced on our social media sites after the 
conference. Please ensure the committee have your email address as 
the winner will be notified personally through email. 
 
 
We would also like to take this opportunity to thank Thomson Reuters 
for their generosity in providing us with our prize for the  
‘Best Presentation’; and help with financing some of our preparations.  
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Address from the  
Director of Postgraduate Studies, 

Dr. Engobo Emeseh. 
 
I want to warmly welcome everyone to Aberystwyth and in particular to the 
Law and Criminology Postgraduate conference. The theme of this year’s 
conference is particularly salient and I 
look forward to the interesting insights 
from the presentations and discussions 
of the various sessions and panels over 
the next two days. Thank you all for your 
contribution- as presenters and 
participants. 
 
I would like to also take this opportunity 
to formally thank the Postgraduate 
Students in the Department of Law and 
Criminology Department, Aberystwyth 
University for their contribution towards 
the organisation of the conference. 
Thanks in particular to the members of 
the conference organising committee for 
their motivation, hard work and 
dedication. They have put in a lot of time 
and effort into ensuring that this 
conference is a success and I am 
extremely proud of them. 
 
It has been gratifying to see the sense of 
responsibility and professionalism with 
which the two co- Chairs of the 
committee (Linda Thompson and Gareth 
Evans) have taken their role and together 
with an excellent team put together a 
conference that we can all be proud of. It has undoubtedly been a steep 
learning curve at times, but they have been unfazed by every challenge along 
the way and have together been determined in ensuring that the dream of this 
conference becomes a reality. For this they ought to be extremely proud. They 
have no doubt picked up and honed essential organizational, teambuilding, 
and networking skills along the way and this can only be beneficial to them in 
the future as they move on into the world of work. I am very proud to have 
worked with all of you on this project, and I hope the standards and processes 
you have set this year will be a stepping stone for the team next year to build 
upon as we work towards ensuring that the postgraduate law and criminology 
conference Aberystwyth University becomes an established item on the 
postgraduate academic conference calendar in the UK. 
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